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Improve your reading skills…practice reading to a dog!

Texarkana Public Library offers children the opportunity to practice their reading skills by reading to a Certified Therapy Dog. 
There are more than 1,000 certified therapy dogs involved in reading assistance programs across the country. The program is not intended to teach the child to read, but to help build the child’s confidence in reading aloud. Children who may be intimidated and anxious in the presence of adults relax and have fun reading with a dog. Reading to an affectionate and nonjudgmental listener helps children feel more comfortable with reading. Therapy Dogs International encourages children to read through their Tail Wagging Tutors program. 
Volunteer Harry White trains and tests dogs for Therapy Dogs International. Mr. White and his therapy dog Schatzi will be at Texarkana Public Library from 4-5 p.m. on Wednesdays in April and May 2010.  Volunteer Phyllis McGee with her therapy dog Max will be in the children’s area of the library on Tuesdays from 6:30-7:30 p.m. during April and May. Both dogs are certified by Therapy Dogs International
Children will sign in when they come to the library and find a short selection from a library book or magazine to read to Schatzi. They may also bring a favorite book from home to share.  

Attendance at library events grants permission for the library to use photographs of events in news releases and publications.
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